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The Energy Policy Act of 1992, enacted on October 24, 1992, established additional
requirements in new Section 720 of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977, concerning the prompt replacement of water supplies which have been
adversely affected by underground coal mining operations. The Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) published a notice in the Federal
Register on April 13, 1993 (58 FR 19215), advising the public that it will initiate
rulemaking to address the requirements of Section 2504 of the Energy Policy Act of
1992. This notice also advised the public that all underground coal mining operations
~ conducted after October 24, 1992, are required to replace certain identificd water »
supplies which have been adversely affected by underground coal mining operations.

The provisions of Directive REG-27 are modified to incorporate the provisions of
Section 2504 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 and guidance set forth in the April 13,
1993, notice, a copy of which is included as an appendix.

Upon completion of rulemaking to address Section 2504 of the Energy Policy Act of
1992, OSM will revise Directive REG-27 "Water Replacement” to reflect the revised
regulations. ' .

Appendix:  Notice of Intent Federal Register, April 13, 1993 (58 FR 19215)
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Energy Policy Act of 1902, Public Law

102-486, 108 Stat. 2778 (1942)

(bersinafter, “the Enargy Policy Act
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