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1. EURPQSE. This digective outlines the Office of Surface Mining Reclamatien
and Enforcement (03M) policy and procedures reparding coordination of
rermitting activities hetween 0SM under the Sutface Mining Control and
Reclamation act of 1977 (SMCRA or the Act), the Mine Safety and Health
Adminiscration (MSHA) and the State regulatory agency concerned with the
health and safery of underground miners,

2. SUMMARY O GES. This directive has nmot previously been modified since

it was first issued on June 15, 1987, This transmittal extensively revises it
to;

8. Delete all references to Directive SFP-2, which has been rescinded,
and the speeial studies which were the subject of the rescinded directive.

b, Delete all references to Directive REG-8 to reflect changes in the
orlentaticn and content of that dirvectiva,

¢. Replace references te 30 CFR 773.13¢a){3){i) and sectiomns 503(a){4)
and 204(h) of SMCRA, which do not pertain to ceoordination with MSHA, with a
reference to the gensral coordination requirement of section 201(c){12) of
SMCRA .

d. Incorporate former Attachment A inte the body of the directive in
revigsed form and relabel former Attachment B as an appendix.

e. Update the regulation citations in former Attachment A,

f. Expand and restructure former Attachment A te differentiate hetween
activities and structures for which jeint approval is expressly required and
those for which it iz not, and delineate the effect this difference has on the
procedures to he followed by the permitting entity.

g. Add procedures for coorxdination with the State agency responsible
for the health and safety of undergreund miners, where required by regulation,

3. DEFINITIONS, Nana,
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4. POLICY/F TRES .

a. Background. This directive 1s intended to implement section
201{cy{12) of SMCRA, which providas that the Secretatry, acting through OSM,
shall cooperate with other Federal agencies and State repgulatory authorities
to minimize duplication of the administration of the Act, with respect to
those 0SM regulations raquiring either MEHA eor velated State agency approval
or compliance with MSHA regulations.

b. Poliey and procedures.

{13 Federal prograpg States, Indian lands gnd Federal lands in
States without a Fedeyal lands cooperative ggresment., The Federal petrmitting
entity (the Western Support Center or the Knoxville Field 0ffice)} shall
develop a working relationship and coordination proceadures with the
appropriate MSHA District Manager(s) to facilitate prompt MSHA review of plans
for the activities and structures listed im the paragraphs below. (5ee the
appendix for a listing of MSHA office addresses and telephone numbers.} For
plans for the activities listed in paragraph {a) below, a similar relatiomnship
shall be developed with the State agenecy, if any, responsible for the health
and zafety of underground miners,

{a) Applicatlions for permits or permit revisions which
propode or may invelve any of the following actlvities cannct be approved by
05M until such time as both the MSHA District Manager and the State ageney, if
any, wlth responsibility for the health and safety of underground miners
approve the applicant’'s plans for the indicated activicy:

1. Conducting surface mining activities within 300
feet of any portion of an active underground mins [30 CFR Ble.79¢(hY].

2. Blasting within 500 feet of any portion of an
active underground minz [30 CFR 780.13{c)].

{b) Applications for permits or permit revisions Invelving
the following activities can be approved by OSM only after receipt of the MSHA
District Manager's approval:

1l. Diverting or discharging any flows or materials
into an undegground mine [30 CFR €16.41({}) and 817.41{h3{1L){1v)].

2. Disposing of coal mine wastes or execess speil in
underground mine workings [30 CFR 784.25(a), 816.71¢(j), BI7.71{(j), 8l6.81(f)
and B17.81¢£fy].

3. Extinguishing coal mine waste fires [30 CFR
816 B7(a) and 817.87{a)].

{c) The 0SM regulationsz ar 30 CFR 780.25(b}, {c}(2) and
(d); 784.16¢(b)(2}, {e)(2} and {(e); 816.83 and 817.83 require thar plans for
(1 all sedimentation ponds and lmpoundments meeting the criteria of 30 CFR
77.216¢a), (2} all coal mine wasta dams and embankments, and (3) all ¢oal nmine
waste refuse piles comply with certaln yveferenced MSHA regulations.



Although MSHA approval of plans for these structures is not a prereguisite for
lzsuance of a permit or permit revislon under SMCRA, obtaining such approval

as part of the permlt application review process 1s recommended to aveld
duplicative reviews.

Bocumentation of MSHA approval is sufficient basis for finding the application
te be In compliance with those provisions of the 0SM regulatlons which require
adherence to MSHA regulations, If psrmit lssuance cannet be delayed until
receipt of MSHA approval, the permitting entity must independently evaluate
the application’s complliance with the referenced MSHA requirementa. However,
since both a SMCRA permit and MSHA approval sre required bhefore the plan can
be implemented, coordination of the 0SM and MSHA reviews 1s essential. The

plan in the SMCRA permit must be consistent with the plan ultimately approved
by MSHA,

{2) Oversicght of State proprama, If States with primacy for the

regulation of surface ceal mining and reclamation operations have adopted
specific consultation and jolnt approval procedures as part of their appreved
regulatoery programs, OSM oversight activitias shall evaluate compliance with
these procedures, Otharwise, the coordination policies and procedures set
forth in this directive may be used as guidance by OSM Field Offices and other
personnel when cverseeing State program implementation.

5. EEPORTING REQUIREMENTS. Hone.

6, EEFERENCES. HNona,

7. EFFECT ON OTHER DOCUMENTS, Supetrsedes Directive REG-11, "Coordination
of Permitting Activities with the Mine Safety and Health Administration,
"Transmitctal Fumber 354, June 15, 1987,

g, EFFLCTIVE DATE. Tpon Issuance.

9. CONTAGT, Chief, Division of Repulatoyy Programs, FTS 268-2651 or
{202) 208-2851.

10, EEYWORDS . M5HA, permic, interagency coordination, intergovernmental
coordinarion, Federal program, State program and oversipght,

11, ATPPENRIX. ™MS5HA District DOffices.”



Appendix

MSHA District Offices
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1 Fenn Place, 20 N, Penn. Ave.| 592-6321 | 717/826=6321
Wilkes-Barre, PA 1EB701
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2 4800 Forbes Avehue T21-8363 412 f621-4500
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 -8369 Ext. 163
3 5012 Mountaineer Mall 9223=-4277 304 7291-4277

Morgantown, WV 26505
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4 P.G. Box 112 930-5236 | 304/877-6405
Mount Hope, WV 25880
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5 P.O. Box 560 NONE 703/679-023D
RHorton, VA 24273
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6 219 Ratcliff’s Creek Road NONE 606/432-0944
P.0O. Box 3249
Pikeville, KY 41501-3249
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7 P.O. Box 572 HONE E0&/546-5122
Barbourville, KY 40906

8 P.O. Box 418 331-8131 812/882~7617
Vincennes, IN 47591 -8132 -7619

-8133 =7622

9 P.0. Box 25367 T76=2740 303/236=-2740

Denver, CO B80225-0367

10 FP.O. Box 473 HONE 502/821-41580
Madisonvillse, KY 42431
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