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on federal land through a cooperative agreement with the Office
of Surface Mining, the state becomes eligible for financial
assistance of up to 100 percent of the amount the federal
government would have spent to regulate coal mining on those
lands. Table 9 shows grant amounts provided to states during
1997 to administer and enforce regulatory programs.

Regulation of Surface Mining on Fed-Regulation of Surface Mining on Fed-Regulation of Surface Mining on Fed-Regulation of Surface Mining on Fed-Regulation of Surface Mining on Fed-
eral and Indian Landseral and Indian Landseral and Indian Landseral and Indian Landseral and Indian Lands
Section 523(a) of the Surface Mining Law requires the Secretary
of the Interior to establish and implement a federal regulatory
program that applies to all surface coal mining operations that
take place on federal land. The Office of Surface Mining enacted
the current federal lands program on February 16, 1983.

The federal lands program is important because the federal
government owns significant coal reserves, primarily in the West.
The development of federal coal reserves is governed by the
Federal Coal Management Program of the Department of the
Interior’s Bureau of Land Management. Of the 234 billion tons
of identified coal reserves in the western United States, 60
percent is federally owned.

Through cooperative agreements, the administration of most
surface coal mining requirements of the federal lands program
may be delegated by the Secretary of the Interior to states with
approved regulatory programs. By the end of 1997, the Secretary
had entered into such cooperative agreements with Alabama,
Colorado, Illinois, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming.  Also,
a cooperative agreement with Kentucky was proposed in 1997.
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Under the Surface Mining Law, once the Secretary and a state
have signed a cooperative agreement, the state regulatory authority
assumes permitting, inspection, and enforcement responsibilities
for surface coal mining activities on federal lands in that state.
The Office of Surface Mining maintains an oversight function to
ensure that the regulatory authority fully exercises its delegated
responsibility under the cooperative agreement. In states without
cooperative agreements, the required permitting, inspection, and
enforcement activities under the Surface Mining Law are carried
out by the Office of Surface Mining. During 1997, one new
permit was issued by the Office of Surface Mining on federal land
in Kentucky.

For states with leased federal coal, the Office of Surface Mining
prepares the Mining Plan Decision Documents required by the
Mineral Leasing Act, as amended, and documentation for other
non-delegable authorities, for approval by the Secretary of the
Interior.  During 1997, nine mining plan actions were prepared
and approved for coal mines on federal land.

Pursuant to Section 710 of the Surface Mining Law, the Office of
Surface Mining regulates coal mining and reclamation on Indian
lands. In the Southwest, three mines on the Navajo and Hopi
reservations, a portion of an underground mine, and a portion of
a coal haul road on the Ute Mountain Ute Reservation are
permitted under the permanent Indian Lands Program, and one
mine is operating under an interim permit.  Also, on the Navajo
Reservation a permit application was submitted for a coal prepara-
tion plant, in accordance with the permanent Indian Lands
Program, and is operating under administrative delay.   In
addition, the Office of Surface Mining, in cooperation with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Navajo Nation, is overseeing the
final reclamation of three mines on the Navajo Reservation that
are still under the interim regulatory program.
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   land to its approximate original contour


