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investing in certain market-based securities issued by the U.S.
Treasury, such as bills, notes, bonds, and one-day certificates.
Total investment earnings for 1997 were $89.4 million. The
average interest earned during the year was 5.03 percent. At the
end of the year, the Office of Surface Mining had more than $1.5
billion invested in Treasury securities. The Energy Policy Act of
1992 (Public Law 102-486) stipulated that investment earnings
would be available annually for transfer to the United Mine
Workers of America Combined Benefit Fund beginning in 1996.
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In 1996, $47.2 million was transferred and in
1997, $31.4 milliion was transferred.  These
transfers are used to pay the estimated health
benefit costs for certain coal miners and their
beneficiaries paid by the Fund.  Once all
benefits have been paid, the advance is
adjusted to reflect the actual expense of the
beneficiaries health care.  These adjustments
either increase or decrease future advances.
The adjustment process is a two-year process
during which time the transferred funds are
not available to the Abandoned Mine Land
Fund for investment.

The Surface Mining Law also requires the
Office of Surface Mining to ensure active coal
operators fully comply with the fee provisions.
Accordingly, the primary goal in this area is to
achieve a high rate of compliance.  In 1997,
the compliance rate for tonnage reporting and
fee payment was 99 percent, which resulted in
more than $267 million in revenue for the
Fund.  To achieve this rate of success, it is
necessary for the Office of Surface Mining to

■ track all mines that have the potential of
producing coal,

■ provide coal mine operators with the
information and assistance needed to comply,
and

■ Conduct a comprehensive audit program.

During 1997, Office of Surface Mining
auditors conducted 350 on-site fee compliance
audits of coal companies, and identified 5.5
million under-reported or non-reported tons
on which fees had not been paid.  When such
instances of non-compliance are found, the
auditors explain each issue and how similar
occurrences can be avoided in the future.  The
high compliance rate can be attributed to this
cooperative approach and the overall efficiency
of the audit and collection program.  Most
important, the compliance increased collec-
tions by over $10 million from 1996-1997.

A 1997 Office of Inspector General report on
the Office of Surface Mining’s fee compliance program, including
both the fee collection and audit functions, concluded that the
activities were conducted in a highly efficient and effective manner
and in accordance with the Surface Mining Law.  Those conclu-
sions reflect the Office of Surface Mining’s emphasis on the best
possible execution of this vital program that provides the funding
for state, tribal, and federal Abandoned Mine Land reclamation
throughout the country.

21ELBAT
GNIDNUFDNASNOITCELLOCEEFDNALENIMDENODNABA

7991

ebirT/etatS
LMA

snoitcelloC
erahSetatS
noitubirtsiD 1

laredeF
erahS

noitubirtsiD 1

ycnegremE
noitubirtsiD 1

latoT
noitubirtsiD 1

amabalA 776,158,4$ 059,579,1$ 133,994,1$ 000,003$ 182,577,3$

aksalA 817,884 173,161 926,833,1 000,52 000,525,1

sasnakrA 569,4 0 000,005,1 000,31 000,315,1

odaroloC 323,369,5 296,564,1 796,037 0 983,691,2

sionillI 187,349,7 667,599,2 194,455,5 079,885 722,931,9

anaidnI 587,114,01 739,871,3 863,808,1 899,742 303,532,5

awoI )894,1( 875,8 224,194,1 0 000,005,1

sasnaK 533,911 063,64 046,354,1 000,054 000,059,1

ykcutneK 631,766,43 600,627,01 357,344,5 0 957,961,61

anaisiuoL 907,743 307,49 0 0 307,49

dnalyraM 877,087 094,513 015,481,1 0 000,005,1

iruossiM 667,042 612,251 487,743,1 0 000,005,1

anatnoM 322,765,11 326,245,3 0 000,521 326,766,3

ocixeMweN 965,534,5 596,063,1 246,771 0 733,835,1

atokaDhtroN 505,349,2 211,509 888,495 000,05 000,055,1

oihO 275,677,6 274,038,2 479,404,3 000,042,2 644,574,8

amohalkO 080,315 667,881 432,113,1 0 000,005,1

ainavlysnneP 985,477,31 678,166,4 078,459,71 0 647,616,22

eessenneT 864,768 0 0 0 0

saxeT 609,014,5 591,865,1 0 0 591,865,1

hatU 767,240,4 829,599 270,405 0 000,005,1

ainigriV 066,543,7 273,495,2 858,076,1 000,005 032,567,4

notgnihsaW 033,904,1 0 0 0 0

ainigriVtseW 2 084,130,73 516,284,01 730,913,01 230,407,1 486,505,22

gnimoyW 013,429,39 278,020,22 0 0 278,020,22

ebirTworC 874,449,1 725,364 0 0 725,364

ebirTipoH 646,102,1 405,034 0 0 405,034

ebirTojavaN 997,677,6 471,479,2 0 0 471,479,2

latoT 758,387,662$ 008,041,67$ 002,092,95$ 000,442,6$ 000,576,141$

LMAehtrofdetcellocseinomfo"gniloop"ehtotsrefernoitacollA".noitacollA"fodaetsnidesuwonsi"noitubirtsiD"mretehT.1
tnatsissAehtybyllaunnadedivorpsretemarapdnasalumrofnodesaberastnuomanoitubirtsiderahslaredefdnaetatS.dnuF

ybdevorppadnasetatsehtybdedivorpsetamitsenodesaberastnuomanoitubirtsidycnegremE.troppuSmargorP,rotceriD
.rotceriDytupeDeht

dnasraeyroirpmorfderevocersawtahttnuoccanamorf345,337,3$lanoitiddanadeviecerainigriVtseWfoetatsehT.2
.575,734,5$signidnufycnegremelatots’ainigriVtseW.sdeenycnegremeerutufrofdrawrofdeirrac


